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ORIGINAL ARTICLE

Attitude Towards The Rehabilitation, Internal — External Locus of Control and

Empowerment of Physical Disabilities at Sirindhorn National Medical Rehabilitation Institute

Chanarat Nimchuen, M.Sc.', Supanee Sontirat, Ed.D.?

" Master’s Degree in Community Psychology, Faculty of Social Science, Kasetsart University,

% Department of Psychiatry, Faculty of Social Science, Kasetsart University

ABSTRACT

BACKGROUND: According to the Persons with
Disabilities Empowerment Act, B.E. 2550 (2007),
there is a plan for the development of quality of life
by empowering the disabled to have the potential
and strength for society, including knowledge,
understanding and creative attitude towards
rehabilitation. Recent investigation showed that the
attitude and internal - external locus of control
affected activities in daily living, independence and
maintenance of functions for those with physical
disabilities.

OBJECTIVES: This work aimed to study the level of
attitudes toward the rehabilitation, internal - external
locus of control and empowerment of physical
disabilities, to compare the empowerment of physical
disabilities by personal factors, to study the
correlation between attitude towards the rehabilitation
and empowerment of physical disabilities, and to
investigate the correlation between internal - external
locus of control and empowerment of physical
disabilities.

METHODS: The samples used included 186 physical
disabilities, which were selected by purposive

sampling. Data were collected by questionnaires and

analyzed by computer package program. The
statistical procedures comprised percentage, mean,
standard deviation, t - test, F - test (One - way
ANOVA), Multiple Comparison (LSD) and Pearson’s
Product Moment Correlation Coefficient.

RESULTS: The results showed that the level of
attitude towards rehabilitation in terms of the level of
internal locus of control and empowerment were at
a high level, while the level of external locus of
control was low, physical disabilities with differences
in age, marital status, period for rehabilitation, and
etiology of disability were different, attitude towards
rehabilitation had a positive correlation with
empowerment, which was statistically significant at
0.05, and the locus of control in terms of Internal
locus of control had a positive correlation with
empowerment, while external locus of control had a
negative correlation with empowerment (p < 0.001).
CONCLUSIONS: The results showed that attitude
towards the rehabilitation and locus of control
affected the empowerment of physical disabilities.
KEYWORDS: physical disability, attitude towards
rehabilitation, internal - external locus of control,

empowerment
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